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dh, the Places you'll Go,

D. Seuss

| keep a notebook documenting all of our RV trips, recording where we’ve stayed and
when. | note what site we stayed in, if we like others better, memorable things about
the CG, and whether we’d return. Then | can use that information when planning our
next trip. Butif | can’t remember the name of a CG or | don’t remember exactly
when we were there, sometimes it’s not so easy to find what I’'m looking for. So |
decided | needed to come up with another way to keep track of the information.



| guess sticking pushpins in a map might work for some people, but it’s not for me. |
decided to use Google maps to create my own personal map of places. So the first
step was opening up Google maps.
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Since | use Google maps to get directions when planning our trip routes, it
remembers our location. So the page that comes up for me starts at out house. Click

on the Menu, which some people refer to as the “hamburger”.
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This is what you’ll see, so next you select “Your places”.
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Then you click on Maps....
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... and you’ll get a list of maps you’ve saved. Click on Create a Map



Untitled map

All changes saved in Drive
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V' Untitled layer
B import

importing data. Learn more

- Base map

ed RYAR BE R L) iz
” .
|-
, 1}
-
4 1
H 5 i 3
‘ “ | NORTH |
INGTON - MONTANA DAKOTA
) ) - =7 | BN (NN
Add places to this layer by drawing or 0\ ._"_ﬁ""' ULl
> AR 7, . DAKOTA |
REGON | ipano 4
! ! 4 WYOMING  t=————mmn
R ——— {2 -
qf % L.+ I NEBRASKA | 0¥
P ) S Y i Ll
. ' NEVADA | UT’AH 1 I.;v_.w States
) |
\‘\ E v r}COL,O_RADO E KANSAS  mis
\ N e /i e
ALIFORNIA o1 < va ! == B
SRR . oKtAHOMA
Angeles | 1 (S, A
SanQ' ARIZONA NEW MEXICO Dallas
< wlLy &3
TEXAS
S T
i H
& \J ,’ \
\ ‘I
G T S
‘:'_(\A‘ .
Mexico o0
."‘ )L
T

and you’ll get a blank map.

Click on Untitled Map...



Edit map title and description

Map title

Description

escription to help people understand your

And you can the name of your map and add a description, if you want.
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Edit map title and description

Map title
Our Camping Map

Description
Add a description to help people understand your
map

Hit Save....

11



Our Camping Map
All changes saved in Drive
® Addlayer 2% Share @ Preview
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Your map appears and now it has a title. Now you can start entering various locations
in different layers.
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Untitled map

All changes saved in Drive
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Click on the three little dots to see the menu options and select Rename this layer.
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Edit layer name

Places We've V»sl(ed

B -

and type the name of whatever you want to include in this layer. Then hit Save.
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Our Camping Map
2 views

All changes saved in Drive
® Addlayer 2+ Share €@ Preview
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Our Camping Map
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All changes saved in Drive
® Add layer S+ Share @) Preview
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Now type the name of a location, just like when you use Google maps to find

someplace. Hit Enter and
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Our Camping Map
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an information box pops up and the place is listed on the left. When you select “Add
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...it’s listed in the specific layer and the information box now also includes GPS
coordinates as well as options for personalizing the item.
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Our Camping Map
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You see the current color of your “pushpin” and you can choose a specific icon for the
item. If you don’t see what you’re looking for, select More Icons...



Choose an icon
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and choose the one you want. Say OK...
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Now the pushpin has changed to an RV. Change the color if you want and then close
the little Edit box.



Our Camping Map :
2 views « lo ¢ &l vl
All chani saved in Drive \(\D\\o“
oy ’
Sy crader S West Canada Creek Campsite Inc
ayer & are review
v Places We've Visited :
T Individual styles @
°Wesl Canada Creek Campsit. © P N e s e
s 12275 NY-28, Poland, NY
Base map
ny Istand Rd Y 45 Jokkky
o Sunny jgjand ™ & 3
o® S
& A 9 43.23137,-75.07554 SN o Bl |
ad: '56 e o
st Candda Creey West Can q -
\ 4 S
Wes' o "3da Q
Blue Anchor () cce‘.e 2
U-Haul
Neighborhood Dealer S
®
ada Cfeek O Creekview Automotive @
an N Main st )
| O Circle K (8)
o
5
a2
(2]
My M
Google My Maps S

Now close the information box....
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Our Camping Map
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All changes saved in Drive
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And you’re left with just the icon.
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Click on “Add layer” and then repeat the same steps to add another type of location.
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Here’s how it looks on your map.
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R The Campmﬁ Bucket List %
& "End of the World"
& Telloride
a Yosemite
B Zon
A Noth Rim
& Pont Rccdes
& Uelbwstone
& Glaver Natonal Yark
& Pedwoods
B Ades

We all have our Bucket List of places to visit, so that’s what | chose to add to the next
layer.
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Edit layer name

Bucket List

u s

| entered the layer name
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. Manatee n
Our Camping Map :

Manatee Springs State Park Northwest
Manatee Springs Florida

Manatee
® Add layer 2+ Share (@) Preview

Manatee Springs

X  Q Manatee Springs State Park, Nort.. Manatee Springs Airport

Q Manatee Springs State Park

Manatee e
v Bucket List
B import
Add places to this layer by drawing or M;Qee
importing data. Learn more Springs
State Park

Base map

Before | searched for the specific place, | unchecked the previous layer (Places We've

Visited), so the new entry would go in the proper place. Once again | typed the name
of the place and selected it...



Our Camping Map

2 views

All changes saved in Drive

#® Addlayer 2+ Share (@ Preview

%  Q, Manatee Springs State Park, Nort...

@ Manatee Springs State Park

(] Places We've Visited

~ Bucket List
B Import

Add places to this layer by drawing or
importing data, Learn more

- Basemap

And the Info Box appeared, just like before.

Manatee Springs State Park

Details from Google Maps

11650 NW 115 St, Chiefland, FL 32626
www floridastateparks org

+1 352-493-6072

4.7 Yk View in Google Maps

4+ Add to map
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Our Camping Map

® Addlayer S+ Share @ Preview

v/ Bucket List

T Individual style:

o Manatee Springs State Park

Base map

Manatee Springs State Park

Details from Google Maps
650 NW 115 St, C

+135
4.7 *Kkkd

9 29.4975,-82.97579 e’ AT

Google My Maps

So edit the pushpin however you want (I still kept the RV icon but it’s a different color
from the one for places we’ve visited). Now | decided to add a photo, so click on the

little camera...
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&= Manatee Springsjpg  ~

Choose an image or a video

Upload Web camera Image URL

Cancel

Your photos Google Drive

Google Image Se:

And you’re given options for how you want to add it. This time | dragged and

dropped the image..
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Our Camping Map

© Addlayer S+ Share (@ Preview

T Individual styles

o Manatee Springs State Park
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Details from Google Maps
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Google My Maps

Hit “Save”.
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Our Camping Map : “

® Addlayer A+ Share (@ Preview

' Bucket List
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Details from Google Maps
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M e
.9
Google My Maps
* Manatee Springsjpg A

Now the GPS coordinates appear and you have option icons for editing the entry.
Click the “Edit” icon....



Our Camping Map

© Addlayer &+ Share (@ Preview

v Bucket List

T Individual style

o Manatee Springs State Park

Base map

= ManateeSpringsjpg A

Manatee Springs State Park
" i €

Google My Maps

... and add whatever text you like. Hit “Save” again.
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Our Camping Map

® Addlayer S+ Share @@ Preview

¥ Bucket List

T Individual style

o Manatee Springs State Park

Base map

Manatee Springs State Park
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Details from Google Maps

hiefland, FL 32l

Go gle My Maps

Now you have your completed entry.
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Our Camping Map

8 views

All changes saved in Drive
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And here’s this 2" layer on your map.
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f
Our Camping Map The Depot Cafe
2 views The Depot Cafe Villar Street, Fredericktown, MO, USA

All changes saved in Drive The Depot Cafe iest Cascade Avenue, Sisters, OR, USA

The Depot Cafe 2nd Avenue Northeast, Jamestown, ND, USA
# Addlayer I+ Share @ Preview

The Depot Cafe 0ak Street. Hewlon. MA, USA
[ Places We've Visited The Depot Cafe & Bake Shop ain Street. Castleton, VT, USA

[ Bucket List The Depot Cafe Search places near current view

+ Restaurants
ﬁlrrwrt

Add places to this layer by drawing or

- Base map

Repeat the steps to add additional layers (e.g., Restaurants).
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Our Camping Map

2 views

All changes saved in Drive

® Add layer 3+ Share (@ Preview

% Q The Depot Cafe, Villar Street, Fred...

Q The Depot Cafe
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The Depot Cafe

Details from Google Maps
406 Villar St, Fredericktown, MO 63645
+1 573-561-1333

39



2

Our Camping Map

All changes saved in Drive

® Addlayer S+ Share (@ Preview
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T Individual styles
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The Depot Cafe

The Depot Cafe
4.7 %k %k k¥ - 90 reviews

American Restaurant

A ® g
SAVE NEARBY SEND TO YOUR SHARE
PHONE

Comfort food - Small plates - Quick bite

406 Villar St, Fredericktown, MO 63645
(573) 561-1333

Open now: 11AM-9PM v

L NCRaR -]

Add a label
SUGGEST AN EDIT
Add missing information

®

@

Add website

4
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1 e
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m SHOW NEARB'

ot

S

E Murta St

Church St

Goog|

1g A

You can actually see the same information (e.g., hours, phone number) you’d see if
you did a Google search for the place.
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Our Camping Map

8 views

All changes saved in Drive

® Addlayer 2+ Share @ Preview
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Here it is on your map.

42



= =i 5 T OSraas - AN

Our Camping Map N J
8 views 4 .-
e 2o v 4] vj=FCCNEE,
All changes saved in Drive [x——voy - SSep s e Y
; Zj I AR,
4 5 & S :
f - e By )
® Addlayer &+ Share @ Preview SOUTH " WISCONSIN e
DAKOTA NN S
. S ICHIGAT
 Places We've Visited H ! &
1 - ) £
T Individual styles |ov;n \ﬁ..’ o4
™
@ West Canada Creek Campsit... NEBRASKA 5 = P
i
YR H
= ey b
. . X I} O
' Bucket List ! St i 1Ll INDIANA
P Individual styles 25 2 ‘j. " T n S
KANSAS MISSOUR . Vg [P
@ Manatee Springs State Park . 3 % : ’ ~
2 KENTUCKY ,c\_ IRGINIA
: : oy . 5 - o '
v Restaurants : S o -
T ORT g
"7 Individual styles NNESSEES CAROLINA
€D The Depot Cafe 2| AW . soutH 2
=0 CAROLINA
R R
— -~ Basemap yACABAMAK ‘Gebraia \
T
AJ ; [y S
N SONORA S { LO.UIS‘I‘AN. —
~ *K . CHIHUAHU! S - New Orle o %
< n = 7 \ i g Orlan
s | COAHUILA 5 (t
Ve { A FLORI
¥ ) Gy 'y
ey ) ~ NUEVO LEQN
) !I S Momfrrs‘h}
RN """i’éa!uaanctiv.'\.‘):{;‘-:'
S Mexco : o
Rl AT

Now here’s your map with all three layers.



You have BRAIVS iv your HEAD.
You have FEET iv your SHOES.
You cay STEER yoursel{ iv axy

DIRECTION yov CHOOSE.
~ Dr. Seuss

Just keep repeating the steps, adding more locations and however many different
layers you desire.
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Here’s oursmap that’s still very much in progress.

These are the places we’ve stayed and I've just started to color code them. Yellow is
for we wouldn’t go out of our way to stay there but would if needed. Red will be for
those where we definitely wouldn’t stay again — unable to get level, sites too close,
etc.
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These are recommended places. The darker blue color denotes a high
recommendation.
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this planet and

never see the
diversity of places
God created.

Since you only go around once, I'd like to see as many different places as possible. So
| expect our Recommendations layer to get substantially bigger.
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These are restaurants where we’ve eaten. The two with question marks are
recommended ones we want to try.
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hare @ Preview
nyon State Par...
tain RV Park an...
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And all three layers.

NORTH
DAKOTA

| also plan to add Harvest Host locations where we’ve stayed.
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So now you just need to make your map
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